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The north, west and southwest of the County is 
surrounded by the Atlantic Ocean – in which there 
are 13 inhabited islands. Donegal is totally depen-
dent on a road-based transport system reflecting 

the small internal market and the dispersed 
settlement patterns

Approximately 33% of Donegal’s population 
have a third level qualification. Letterkenny 

Institute of Technology is the main third level 
education provider based in the County.

In 2016, Donegal saw the largest outward migration figures in the country with 6,731 moving elsewhere in 
the country or abroad since 2011. The young adult population (19-24) in Donegal has decreased by 16.2%, 

the highest in the country.

Roughly 62% of Donegal’s population have 
access to broadband, meaning a significant 

38% do not have access, hindering business 
and education capabilities. 

Tourism is impacted by the lack of public 
transport to and around the various regions 
in Donegal. Rural degeneration means a lack 

of services available to people visiting the 
County and derelict buildings and areas 

could have a negative impact on the natural 
beauty of the area.

Donegal’s towns and villages provide a wide range 
of services and employment functions which both 
drive and are supported by their rural hinterlands. 
The towns have the potential to play a crucial role 
in regenerating economically stagnant areas of the 
County. 

Developmental focus is being geared towards 
up-skilling and knowledge transfer within the 
community, based around existing digital 
schools, libraries and digital hubs in communi-
ty centres.  

It is widely accepted that improved connectivi-
ty through telecommunications is required to 
help drive improvement in accessing services 
and improving opportunities for rural social 
and economic development. 

Opportunities exist to increase tourism 
through improving access to transport.  Done-
gal is in the position to capitalise on rural 
tourism in terms of Adventure & Activity tour-
ism, Food tourism, Eco tourism and Cultural 
tourism. 
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